
191The Legislative Function (Not in Bad Spanish)

chases, explosions, gunfire, or anything else to keep students (or me) interested, I’m going 
to have to put together a serious chapter on legislative institutions. Senatorial debates may 
not make for good cinema, but in many ways the legislature is the heart and soul of modern 
government, so I have to write a chapter on it. And if I have to write a chapter on it, you 
have to read it. I recommend high doses of caffeine. I promise not to mess with your dealer.

Now, if you’ve been reading House of Cards, that’s nice, assuming you’re talking about 
the novel. If you’ve been reading the TV show, then you’re doing it wrong. Anyway, if you’re 
into House of Cards, you might just think that maybe it’s a nonboring bit of legislative fic-
tion. Well . . . to quote my teenage daughter, “You’re wrong! It’s boring! It’s all boring! I’m 
bored! You’re boring! You’re so stupid! Everything’s boring. Why can’t you understand that 
I’m so bored I could literally die of boredom? Can I have a ride to the mall?”

Spoiler Alert 

Gone With the Wind isn’t about lawn furniture and hurricanes, and there isn’t a tornado in 
it at all. Weird, I know, but if you watch the movie, it doesn’t even look breezy at any time 
during the whole thing. There’s gotta be a law against that—something like false advertis-
ing perjury or something.

For this chapter, the spoiler alert is far less surprising because surprising you would be 
interesting, and I don’t have time for interesting because I’m bored. I was tempted to jump 
straight into parliamentary versus presidential legislative systems, but since I did some of 
the historical stuff in the executive branch chapter, I feel kind of obligated to admit there is 
some history involved with the legislature, and to be honest, some of it is actually impor-
tant . . . to some people. Not to me. I also need to talk a little bit about the legislative func-
tion in nondemocratic governments. I’ll save that for last. If I forget, remind me. To make 

IN A ’VERSE THAT’S NOT REALLY ALL 
THAT SHINY,
A Reaver wouldn’t ask you to do the following; it’d just skin you 
alive, etc., etc.:

•• Describe the social forces and the mega-wrestling match struggle for power between king and church.

•• Identify the nature, roles, and effectiveness of legislatures. Zzz...

•• Distinguish between presidential strength and independence versus parliamentary expediency and 

efficiency—all in fifty words or less.

•• Describe how alliances are cobbled together across parties for a ruling seat in the legislature.

•• Explain how even authoritarian regimes use legislatures to make themselves credible.

•• Always wear clean underwear, just in case you get hit by a bus and are hauled off to the hospital.

Stuff

to

Remember




